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Volunteer Fair

Our students CAN!

This month, several of our students attended a

Each student selected some information linked to their

Network).

had experienced. The feedback from the event was

volunteer fair hosted by CAN (Community Action
Liaising with Amy Collins-who is the Volunteering
Development Lead at CAN-has been instrumental

in establishing community links that have been able
to support

our

students

with a variety of work

experience opportunities. We receive a monthly

brochure listing up to 50 pages of volunteering
opportunities

Christchurch.

in

Bournemouth,

Poole

and

interests and linked to previous work experience they
very positive and we came away with several leads

for work experience placements including Pavilion

Dance South West, Dorset Reclaim and Naomi

House. Keep a look out in our future newsletters for
how these opportunities develop!

More information about the work that CAN do, is
available at www.can100.org

CAN hosted a two-day volunteering fair at the Eco

Hub in the Poole Dolphin Shopping Centre. The fair

was attended by twenty two different charities each

day. It was an invaluable experience for our students
who could discover more information about the vast

volunteering roles available within the local area
that they may wish to participate in once they leave
college.

If you or anyone you know could help extend our employer links
or you would like to find out more about college admissions

Call 01425 482498

www.thesheilingringwood.co.uk
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Onsite Opportunties

Two students have been busy with our on-site

grounds team. Led by James, both students
are involved in building two new plant beds.

In

preparation, our students have been supported to

learn how to use a hammer and crowbar in order to
take pallets apart and remove nails from the wood.
They use a hand-saw to cut the wood to length and

fit them together using either a battery-powered
screwdriver or a hammer and nails.

With appropriate guidance and support, it is a very
achievable goal for our students to learn how to use

a wide variety of tools. They are also learning about
reusing and upcycling natural materials.

With Spring just around the corner, students have

been busy in our extensive sensory and kitchen
garden. Students have been reaping the rewards of
their hard work with our on-site gardener, Gary.

The students learn various skills throughout
each season. These are predominantly valuable

transferable skills that could be used for gardening
work in a variety of roles once they leave college.

Students have previously utilised their gardening
skills

during

external

work

placements

at

Bournemouth Natural Science Museum, Avon

Heath Country Park and a local bed and breakfast,
to name but a few!

Commitment to development

Claire, our Work Experience Lead, attended a Disability Rights UK event in London. Titled ‘Into
Apprenticeships and Training: Why Disabled Young People Will Benefit Employers’, the event covered topics
including; ‘disability as an asset and best practice examples’ and ‘top tips and solutions to dealing with

barriers in training and employment’. This event was open to parents and carers as well as professionals. If
you would like to find out more visit www.disabilityrightsuk.org

links to 15
employers

farming
gardening
retail

conservation
maintenance

customer service
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SEDCAT Shopmobility
Two of our college students have been attending

Government Developments

work experience at SEDCAT (South East Dorset

In September last year-five years on from the

Castlepoint shopping centre, Shopmobility is one

announced the launch of “a cross-cutting review

with impaired mobility can hire scooters and

Whilst covering a number of points, this will also

Community Accessible Transport). Located at

Children

of the projects run by the charity where customers

of SEND”.

wheelchairs to assist them with their shopping
experience.

and

Families

Act-the

government

include consideration on how the system can
provide high quality support that enables children

Our students have been working together on a

and young people with SEND to thrive and

entry, stuffing envelopes and applying postage.

More information can be found at

variety of office tasks including shredding, data

They have learned a range of skills across the
placement and both gave positive feedback

prepare for adulthood, including employment.
www.natspec.org.uk or
www.gov.uk

following each session.

Preparing for Adulthood
We have been delighted to offer a warm welcome
to Kirsty Brown. Kirsty has joined the college team

as our Transitions and Referrals Officer. Kirsty
works closely with young people and their families

to ensure a smooth and successful admission
into

the

college.

Working

alongside

Claire,

Kirsty’s extensive knowledge and experience is

fundamental for effective transition out of college
and onto their future adult lives.
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