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Fantastic Fishkeeping and the World of Work
Upper School were delighted to be selected
to take part in the innovative ‘Fishkeeper Fry’
science project. The Fishkeeper Fry programme is an
interactive learning programme, designed by the
fishkeeping experts at Maidenhead Aquatics to support
national curriculum science themes.
Its purpose is to develop the next generation of
responsible fishkeepers. Our young people were
encouraged to look beyond their everyday life on land,
use their imagination and consider the underwater
world evolving in their classroom.
Students were invited to follow specially prepared films
explaining the science of fishkeeping, set up and care
for their own aquarium in the classroom and engage
with expert fishkeepers based at our local Maidenhead
Aquatics store.
Highlights were the enjoyment and fulfillment of using
the mini eco-system created as a group: from water
chemistry, to how fish eat and the nitrogen cycle.
Each week, a member of the class would become
‘Fishkeeper of the Week’ taking a lead role.
Next up for this hard working and enthusiastic class
was exploring the world of work and professions. They
welcomed staff from across the site into their class
to discuss their roles. The group had prepared some
fantastic questions.
The group followed their classroom-based activities
with visits to contractors working on Sheiling projects.
They were lucky enough to spend time with the Site
Manager and his team who are overseeing our car park
project. Again, students asked some brilliant questions
and were able to learn safely about landscaping
equipment.
The contractors shared what a unique experience this
was for them and were thrilled to have met some of the
students who will benefit from their work here.

Easter Eggtivities

Past and Present

Students in Sheiling House have been embracing
all things Easter themed. Everyone had a lot of
fun making delicious chocolate nests, making our
garden bright and welcoming and decorating tote
bags in anticipation of filling them with Easter treats!

In school, classes have been learning about
the past and the present. To bring this area of
our learning to life, students have taken part in
several exciting trips that enable them to immerse
themselves more deeply in historical experiences.
We enjoyed sitting in a dark Viking longhouse and
watching a fire being built and then lit using flint in
the Ancient Technology Centre in Cranborne.
Trying on Tudor costumes at the Tudor House in
Southampton was popular and we were invited
to sit in a Victorian classroom at Manor Farm
Southampton.

Lasting Links

Jubilee Tree

Students who have moved on in their journey
following completion of their Sheiling College
programme have recently been welcomed back,
meeting up with both students and staff.

We are proud to have planted and registered a tree
as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative.
This unique tree planting scheme was created to
mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. People from
across the United Kingdom were invited to “Plant
a Tree for the Jubilee”.

It has been wonderful to see some of our previous
students and have them share with us photographs
and stories of their adventures following their time
with us.
Our current students were very interested in their
stories and were excellent hosts. Everyone enjoyed
catching up over a cup of tea and a biscuit!

Everyone was encouraged to play their part to
enhance our environment by planting trees during
the official planting season between October to
March.

Wagging Tails and Wellbeing
The recent unprecedented times have further enhanced the importance of a focus on wellbeing. In response
to this, at the Sheiling we ensure that we are offering a range of wellbeing activities to staff.
Activities are organised and run by staff on a weekly basis including yoga, circuits, singing, mindfulness,
swimming and a range of therapies. In addition to these, the eagerly anticipated and hugely popular, ‘Bring
your Dog to Work Week’ arrived this term and the benefits to students and staff were evident from the wave
of smiles and desire to get involved, even from some of our more reluctant students; it was lovely to see. We
had very well-behaved visitors and they have since been invited back by popular demand in May.

Perfect Pancakes and Parade
Early March saw the sun shine
on The Sheiling Ringwood for an
energetic and fun-filled day of
pancake races and our carnival
parade. With the 2022 carnival
theme of musicals, we were
treated to uplifting music, dance
and plenty of cheer!
This day always brings a lot of
joy to us all, and this year was no
exception.

College Woodwork
This term, Blue Group have been working on several woodworking projects. The students had the
opportunity to use a wide range of tools in the woodwork room to create their own clocks. They worked
very hard and, over the weeks, we saw great development, independence, fine motor skills and pride!

Update from the Principal
Dear parents,
“Learning to live with Covid-19” has arrived at the Sheiling too and we are no longer asking staff to undertake
their twice-weekly LFD tests - yet we do ask staff to share detailed information when they are feeling poorly
and, in this way, will track any potential infectious outbreak. The wearing of face masks has also become
optional, like in most other settings in the wider community. Hygiene and cleaning remain of a high standard
and, whilst the impact of staff sickness has been significant this past term, we are hopeful that it will ease
with the arrival of Spring, the warmer weather and lower case rates locally and nationally. The students and
staff from different bubbles, class and house groups have been able to meet up outdoors this term and we
are hoping to ease the arrangements for indoor sharing of spaces as soon as the infection rates are declining,
yet this will be decided after the Easter break.
A separate letter has been shared with you all regarding the forthcoming Sports Day arrangements, an annual
event held on the Bank Holiday on Monday 2 May, which will happen on the village green.
We are looking ahead to the return of our popular Summer Festival on Saturday 25th June. In anticipation of
this event and our fundraising towards an electric vehicle for student travel, students will be bringing home
raffle tickets. We hope you are able to support us, there are some wonderful prizes and we will draw the raffle
at the event. We look forward to seeing many of you on the day.
You will also see in the newsletter that various fundraising activities have taken place over the last few weeks
in aid of Ukraine and to show support to those people who are facing terrible hardship at the moment.
We wish you all a lovely Easter holiday with plenty of sun, rest and activity.
Kindest regards,

Corine

Supporting Others
Students in school put in a tremendous effort to support Red Nose Day and the Disasters Emergency
Committee Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. Wearing yellow and blue, baking and selling cakes, sponsored
stick collecting and holding quizzes and races were all part of their extravaganza! This was then followed with
a cake sale organised by Roxy in the reception building but attracting wonderful contributions from students
and staff across the site. A generous £480 was raised across these events. These events followed on from
our Christmas jumper fundraiser where we were delighted to raise £158 for Save the Children.

Our Environment
We are all very appreciative of the rich, inspiring and therapeutic
woodland site that we are nestled in. As always, we strive
toward continued improvement, engaging in many initiatives and
developing new ideas to maintain and preserve this wonderful
asset that we all enjoy so much.
You may recall that earlier this year, led by our Facilities Team,
school students had worked towards the bronze award with
the Hedgehog Preservation Society. We have recently received
our bronze award certificate which takes pride of place in the
reception building.
The Facilities Team are now the proud owners of not only their
electric site vehicles (all three replacing diesel vehicles) but they
now have a range of electric tools and equipment too.
All of the electric vehicles and machinery are fully rechargeable.
The team has calculated that in the region of 80-90% of
maintenance work is carried out using either fully electric vehicles
and/or power tools. Just one of the ways in which we continue
our commitment to being an eco-friendly site.
Continued updates and improvements to signage across the site
and progress on our new car park have been well received We
can hopefully look to have an improved car parking area back in
use during the next term.
The wealth of skills within the Facilities Team has enabled
continued success with student woodwork kits for bird box and
bug hotels in college and templates for shoelace-tying practise
in school. These are just a few of the items lovingly produced
onsite. The collaboration across departments supports enterprise
schemes for students and helps to ensure their success.
A recent inspection of our bee colonies show that they are thriving
and have weathered the winter months very well. We were able
to see that all colonies have fresh brood larvae, indicating that
all three of our queens are laying. We were able to successfully
mark our queens to ensure we can continue to monitor and care
for our colonies.
The current warmer weather has seen a lot of bee activity, the
bees are busy bringing in a variety of pollens and we look forward
to our next inspection.

Fundraising Update

Stay Connected

We were delighted to receive a donation for £800

We would also like to remind you that The

of their community fund scheme. This generous

of the Parent Forum. Discord is a parent-to-parent

from AFC Bournemouth Community Trust as part
donation will go towards accessing the community

post pandemic, in particular, transport for our

Sheiling Discord group is run by parent members
online chat platform.

children and young people.

This group’s aim is to keep all parents with an

We continue to be extremely grateful for the
wonderful parent support we receive which has a

our news and achievements.

interest in The Sheiling Ringwood up to date with

direct benefit to students and their lives. We have

‘We want this to be a safe forum where we can

tremendous efforts including forging links with

chats and discuss topics of interest.

been overwhelmed by the fantastic ideas and
business contacts, fundraising and donations.
Thank you for your continued support.

contact

Hayley

on:

01425

This group is open to all parents as and when they

need to use it. There is no pressure on individuals

Support for our Amazon Wish List has seen
donations amounting to over £660 worth of items
identified by our therapy and education teams,
gifted for the benefit of students across both
school and college. If you would like to discuss
any offers of support or help with fundraising,
please

share resources and information, have friendly

482437,

hayley.ramm@thesheilingringwood.co.uk

to post, answer questions or to share any

information. We are a unique group of parents
who have a better chance of understanding any

concerns, worries and can help provide solutions.’
To connect, simply click on the link,

https://discord.com/invite/2G7trfWhuq

Dates for your Diary
Easter Break
7th April - 24th April
Summer Term commences
Monday 25th April
Half Term Break
28th May - 5th June

Summer Term continues
Monday 6th June
Sports Day
Monday 2nd May

Sports Day is a student only
event for 2022.

Summer Festival
Saturday 25th June

We invite you to join us
for the welcome return
of this popular event.

Social Media
We are keeping our Twitter (@sheilingringwd), Facebook (@sheilingringwood) and LinkedIn (The Sheiling
Ringwood) pages up-to-date. So, check them out to see what is happening across the campus, events, see

great new pictures and even keep in touch. Our YouTube channel (The Sheiling Ringwood) is another fantastic
source of information and activities or you could link with us on Instagram (#thesheilingringwood).

Enjoy the Easter Break

