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Working Together

Changing landscapes

It has been another busy half-term at Sheiling College.
Although the weather has been a little unpredictable of
late, the students have been working outdoors tending
and preparing our wonderful site to maximise use and
enjoyment for everyone who uses it.

The group pruned invasive plants and then were
able to plant vegetables, flowers and herbs. We look
forward to seeing the results of all their hard work
and in particular hearing about the benefits to them
of using the space for outside learning and relaxation!

It has also been wonderful to see so many students
getting involved in upcycling. Projects such as these
provide a great platform for learning more about our
natural environment, how we can protect it and finding
sustainable and beautiful ways to accentuate the
woodland site that we are lucky enough to live and
work on!

Red Group have been gathering and repurposing the
natural resources on site and created their very own
enterprise project. Bug hotels have been built and are
being sold to help fund a class trip at the end of what
has been a challenging term!

Green Group have been learning how to use a
strimmer to help clear nettles from the chicken pen in
preparation for their return. Learning about health and
safety and PPE is an important aspect of this task.
Working together as a team over several weeks, with
guidance from our groundsman James, Green Group
have also been working extremely hard overhauling an
area at the back of the classroom.
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Competition

Yellow Group have been busy upcycling some of the
benches that we have onsite. Skills involved include
sanding, painting and adding bespoke decoration.
The students enjoyed these activities so much that
they decided to challenge themselves and built a
bench from scratch! They are all very proud of their
achievement!

In our previous edition, we shared that we were
entering the Derwen College skills competition for
the first time, with a beautiful Easter-themed catering
display from Rachel. With support from staff, Rachel
even created her own floral display. Rachel should
be proud, everyone enjoyed her entry in what turned
out to be the most popular category of the event with
a huge number of entrants. Whilst it wasn’t a win
on this occasion her competition work has been an
inspiration.

Student Skills

Upcycling

In addition, Yellow Group also built a variety of raised
beds which enabled them to plant and tend a delicious
selection of vegetables. Visit our Facebook page
@sheilingringwood to keep up-to-date on projects
from across our site.

We now hope to introduce similar skills competitions
at the Sheiling. Our staff team will be attending
a webinar to learn more about the merit and value
within the curriculum and how we can successfully
progress these opportunities for our students.
This term has seen a carefully managed but much
welcome return to some offsite work experience
placements. Sturts Farm and Highmead Farm along
with car washing at Economy Hire are among those
where placements have returned due to being
outdoor work. We continue to liaise closely with our
other employers to build to a return with confidence
in the not-too-distant future.
Whilst we progress with some developments, larger
events are not yet possible but I was delighted to
take part in the virtual Careers and Apprenticeships
Show 2021. A wide variety of employer ‘stands’, live
Zoom talks and chat facilities, allowed me to connect
with local employers and engage with them about
work experience and volunteering opportunities
for our students. I look forward to updating you in
future issues about how these new connections are
developing. Claire

links to 15
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Work Experience
In our last edition, we discussed that we were
preparing and looking forward to our first work
experience week in the college and, whilst we were
unable to invite visitors due to Covid-19 restrictions,
on this occasion we were able to successfully use
the many talents of our staff team and the result was
an excellent provision of vocational sessions for one
of the college bubbles.

The students enjoyed making clay jewellery, mosaics,
puppets and producing and applying organic face
masks within a beauty therapy session.

Working on a special
archaeological dig was
one of the biggest hits
with both students and
staff. Students were able
to dig, locate artefacts
and identify them using
artefact pictures.
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