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Celebrating 70 Years
The past year and the restrictions faced as the result of the pandemic

have been challenging for many but, for us at The Sheiling Ringwood,
they have also been a voyage of discovery, demonstrating how we can

successfully adapt to changing environments. Learning and celebration

have continued through the dedication, flexibility and creative thinking of
students and staff.

We have planned, created, danced and embraced song and shared
in new ways to bring our lessons and festivals to life. We often share

celebrations online across video and the joy on the students’ faces is
priceless. We continue to develop how we can come together, and this
seems even more important as we celebrate our 70th Anniversary this

year. Unfortunately, we are unlikely to be able to celebrate in our usual
style with a Summer Festival and large gatherings, but our celebrations

hold great importance as a community, and we will keep you updated on

how we can share this special milestone and a celebration of all that is
positive from across 70 wonderful years and, indeed, the past year.

College Impress Natspec
We are delighted to share the news that our
wonderful college is shortlisted in the Natspec
Awards 2021.
Shortlisted in both Curriculum Innovation and
the category of Home Learning, Geoff Lively, our
Deputy Head of College, is proud of the recognition
and acknowledges that these nominations are a
huge achievement against such tough competition.

“Working on resilience improves our students’
safety and wellbeing - key aspects to leading a
happy life! - and working in partnership with our
amazing parents and carers has enabled learning
to continue at home during these challenging times
of the pandemic”
For more information https://awards.natspec.org.
uk/about-the-awards/

Making a Difference
On Friday 19th March, students across school had the exciting opportunity to get involved in activities and
challenges in aid of Red Nose Day. Upper School students took on cycling challenges and, in Tracey and

Ivana’s class, they had a choice to wear either something red or a superhero outfit for their ‘wear something
different’ theme. Together with a cake sale and craft activities, they raised money which will be sent to Comic
Relief.

Parliamentary Review

Easter

As we embark upon our celebrated 70th anniversary
year we are delighted to have a 3-page article in the
latest edition of Parliamentary Review magazine.

Throughout the seasons, college groups create

Combining political commentary from leading
journalists with sector specific insight from
Secretaries of State, Ministers and MPs, this
magazine provides education providers and
related businesses the opportunity to widely
celebrate and share information about themselves
but also to engage in discussion, best practice
and development with other high profile and likeminded organisations.
We are proud to appear alongside, and to be
connected with, other respected providers in this
way through 2021 with particular benefit of shared
experience through the recent challenging climate.
https://www.theparliamentaryreview.co.uk/
organisations/the-sheiling-ringwood

some very special themed work and Easter is no
exception. Green group have been learning about
Easter traditions. They have created colourful

Easter gardens using soil, moss & violas. Students

love being able to access natural materials from our
campus and incorporate them into their projects.

A Garden Project for School
Upper School 2 have been busy transforming an
area of garden. This was a substantial project that
they have been able to engage in and work with
through its varied stages of progression and this
has helped them develop a wide range of skills.

•

They identified an area of garden onsite which was
in need of some attention and began by designing
and then planning the work needed.
The end result has been a complete makeover;
an inviting area that is now accessible and usable

by all students and staff. In woodwork sessions,
the group upcycled furniture to complement their

garden and give everyone somewhere to sit and
enjoy the wonderful new space.

The class were able to spend sessions bringing
their project to life with much hard work and in
collaboration with Gary our Gardener who was on
hand to provide expert advice.

Gary commented how well the students worked as

a team and their determination to complete their
project to a high standard was inspiring.

Fundraising Update
We were delighted to receive a cheque for £333 from Waitrose Ringwood as part of their community initiative
focusing on wellbeing of those at work during the pandemic. This will help towards a small staff event
when restrictions allow and the development of an outside space where staff can focus on their health and
wellbeing.

Ground works have begun in anticipation of our sensory garden build. This special place, which will be set
in our woodland area, will help create a sense of wellbeing and calm for our children and young people.
We continue to be extremely grateful for the wonderful parent support we receive which has a direct benefit
to students and their lives. Thank you for your continued support.

If you would like to discuss any offers of support or help with fundraising,
please contact Hayley on: 01425 482437

From the Principal
Further to the various dates the government set out

one half-term. Opening times for collecting kits for

restrictions, the Sheiling is carefully opening up the

there is no need to book an appointment. You do

“roadmap” follows the various dates which have

to be over 18 years of age.

at the beginning of March regarding the easing of

home LFD testing tend to be from 1pm to 8pm and

activities that our students can take part in; our own

not need to give any personal details and just have

been widely published.

• If neither of these options is possible, there will

With the easing of rules out of lockdown, we have

be a supply of LFD tests to order online for people

face masks and hand washing” remain key in

More information can be found on www.gov.uk/

Please may we ask of our families to do the same so

receive one box with 7 tests if you choose this

reminded staff that the basic principles of “distance,

who cannot access them using the options above.

ensuring the infection rates continue to decrease.

order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests You will

we can start the summer term as safely as possible.

method.

Unfortunately, it will be too soon to be able to hold

Each box contains an information leaflet showing

hoping to be able to host celebratory events for staff

step guide for COVID-19 self-testing https://assets.

is 70 years old this year! More news on how we will

system/uploads/attachment_data/file/957271/

our Sports Day event on Monday 3 May, yet we are

the different steps for home testing. Your step-by-

and families during the summer term as the Sheiling

publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/

celebrate this anniversary will follow as we move

COVID-19-self-test-instructions.pdf

away from the current lockdown restrictions.

LFD testing is strongly recommended to all who

The opening of schools at the start of March has

are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, washing hands

is now underway on a large scale in all education

social distancing, LFD testing plays a vital role in

obtain LFD test kits for your young person or any

of regular testing as part of our everyday lives will

meant that the use of lateral flow device (LFD) tests

regularly, wearing face coverings and maintaining

settings and this means that you are easily able to

reducing transmission rates. Getting into the habit

family member.

help us all to play our part and do what we can to

You will be able to choose to do this from the
following options:

• Attend a test site to get tested - you will be able to see
how to take the test and book appointments for regular
or one-off testing. You can find your nearest test site
and make appointments via the postcode checker
www.gov.uk/find-covid-19-lateral-flow-test-site
check your local council website.

or

• Attend a collection site to collect LFD tests to do
at home. Find your nearest collection site here:

https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-

and-trace.nhs.uk/ You are able to receive two boxes
each containing 7 tests which is enough to last for

protect each other.

On a very different note, the Sheiling has been

given the opportunity to take part in a project that
will run jointly between

schools/colleges and
Dorset Police.

Operation Encompass
is the notification to

schools/colleges when
a child or young person

has recently experienced any domestic abuse; this
information will be shared with the Sheiling.

From the Principal
Operation Encompass will ensure that senior

Changes to the Test and Trace support payment

(Designated

Parents and carers of children who have been

safeguarding members of the Sheiling staff,
Safeguarding

Lead

or

Deputy

Designated Safeguarding Leads) - known as a Key

Adults - are trained to allow us to receive information
from the police and to use the information that has
been shared, in confidence. The Key Adults for the

Sheiling are Heidi Holm Rasmussen and myself and
we will be able to ensure that the Sheiling is able to

make provision for possible difficulties experienced
by young people, or their families, who have been
involved in a domestic abuse incident.

We are keen to offer the best support possible to all

our students and we believe this will be extremely
beneficial for all those involved.

for parents:

advised to self-isolate by their education setting or

by NHS Test and Trace are now able to apply for a

Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary
payment of £500, if they meet the eligibility criteria.
The extension of the scheme, which is administered
by district and unitary local authorities in England,
ensures that parents receive the financial support
they need if they are unable to attend work due to
childcare responsibilities.

Wishing you all a good Easter break!
With kindest wishes

Corine

Pop-up Coffee Shop
School students have been learning about different
countries, their language, culture and traditional
foods. There has been a lot of enthusiasm and
students have been fantastic at recognising France
and Italy along with their capital cities which were
explored by virtual tour. They have also sampled
foods from their chosen countries - this was a
particular hit!
To immerse themselves in this experience, students
and staff created their own decaf Italian coffee.
Drinking from a cup and saucer and enjoying nonalcoholic tiramisu (made by Carmen), some of
the students thought the coffee was bellissima!although some definitely did not!

One of everyone’s favourite moments was learning

to say hello and goodbye in French and Italian. A
thoroughly enjoyable project.

Parents Connecting

Our Environment

We are delighted that our Parent Forum meetings

Our outdoor space is loved by all at the Sheiling

have been a great way for us to connect with

parents but also for parents to connect with each
other and we look forward to continuing with this
as an active forum.

and recent restrictions have further enhanced its
benefits as a sanctuary of wellbeing. Students
have been working in the main Sheiling garden

and across the site weeding, planting and

The handover of an online chat function for parents
to link with each other outside of the Sheiling will be

happening shortly and we will then provide details
of how to join Discord with all current parents and

any new parents as their son or daughter joins us
at school or college.

maintaining key features. We have begun to
reap the rewards with beautiful spring colours
around us and the promise of a fantastic harvest
from the garden.

Our Facilities Team has lovingly crafted and
replaced almost all site signage with beautiful,

eco-friendly and engraved wooden signs with

Dates for your Diary

the majority of wood being from storm-damaged

Easter Break

The Sheiling bees have been thriving through

31st March - 16th April
Summer Term commences
Monday 19th April
Half Term
31st May - 4th June
Summer Break
26th July - 30th August
Autumn Term commences

trees onsite.

the winter months and we look forward to a
buzzy spring and summer!

We have linked with Verwood’s War on Waste
initiative to enable us to recycle even more

products that would otherwise end up in landfill.
Initiatives like War on Waste enable us to

maximise our opportunities to be as eco-friendly
as possible. Our Eco Warriors team onsite
ensures we are always seeking new initiatives
and best practice.

Tuesday 31st August

Social Media
We are keeping our Twitter (@sheilingringwd), Facebook (@sheilingringwood) and LinkedIn (The Sheiling
Ringwood) pages up to date. So check them out to see what is happening across the campus, events, see

great new pictures and even keep in touch. Our YouTube channel (The Sheiling Ringwood) is another fantastic
source of information and activities. Not to forget our improved website www.thesheilingringwood.co.uk.

Enjoy the Spring Break!

